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LESSON BY MATT BOWERS 
TIME:  2:50

chord, pipe organ, question and answer 

phrases, sequence, toccata  
   

 

OBJECTIVES  

1. Explain the purpose of a toccata. 

2. Identify the sound of a chord. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Digital Teacher’s Guide/Resources/Audio 
   Bank for Full Selection and Themes 
 

MightyLessonKit© or Listening Map PDF 
 

Student Reproducible Pages: 
Background Page in English/Spanish 
“Checking for Understanding” 
“Build a Wind Instrument”  
    Activity Page 

    

Piano or other chordal instrument 
 

Movement Activity Directions 
   

Reader’s Theater Script 
 
Early Childhood Pages 

Lesson 
Toccata and Fugue in d minor: Toccata 
by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 

 

Introduce the concept of a toccata. 

 Ask students to suggest items they might want to bring to school for show and 

tell. After accepting many answers, ask students what they notice in common 

between all the suggestions (often these things would be special to the person).  

 Ask students if rather than bringing something tangible, they brought something 

intangible like a talent. How would that be shared (in a talent show or  

     other performance)?  

 If a musician wanted to show off how fast they could play, or all the super fancy 

things they could do with their instrument, they might choose to show it by playing 

a toccata.  
 

Define toccata as a musical composition that is primarily written to showcase a performer’s 

excellent technique and ability. The term toccata originally comes from the Italian word 

“toccare,” which means “to touch.” Tell students that today they will be listening to a toccata 

written by one of the greatest composers of all time.  

Composer 

Portraits 

Wall Sign 

        Note 

1. New! Curriculum Connections to Art  

    included with link to artwork. 

2. Kinesthetic Title Video, Words to Theme 

   Video and Movement Activity Video are 

    available on the Digital Teacher’s Guide. 

3. Early Childhood Student Booklet is  

    available on the Digital Teacher’s Guide. 

SETTING THE STAGE 

Links to Live 

Performances 
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Lesson 
Toccata and Fugue in d minor: Toccata 
by Johann Sebastian Bach  

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS 

Play several individual notes on the piano, mixing in a chord every now and then. Have 
students signal when they hear a chord. Have students separate into small groups to 
discuss the purpose of a toccata and brainstorm a list of other things that have the same 
purpose as a toccata.  

1) Have students: 

 Read or listen to background information on Bach (1685-1750) and this selection. 
 Perform the Kinesthetic Title moves with the video. 
   Define Concepts/Vocabulary for this lesson. 
   Visit https://www.pipedreams.org/page/how-a-pipe-organ-works to see how a 

      pipe organ works. 
   Discuss the tubing on a pipe organ. A player presses different keys to route the air 

      through various lengths of tubing. Longer tubes will play lower pitches and shorter 
      tubes will play higher pitches. The lowest tubes are played using pedals at the 
      players feet. 

 

2) Review the listening map. 
 Look at all the images on the map. Notice which images return later on the map, 

although perhaps changed slightly (skull, owls, cats), and which images are seen 
only once (spiders, bats, rat, & tree). Each of these images will have a  

      different melody.  

 Identify the pipe organ as the featured instrument pictured in the center of the map.  
 Discover the places where a sequence will be heard (cats), and where question 

and answer phrases will be heard (spiders).  

 Find the places on the map where a chord will be heard (skulls & bones).  
 

3) Sing the Theme with words. This can be found in the Notated Themes section of 

the lesson. Words to Themes Video is available on the Digital Teacher’s Guide. 

4) Listen to the selection and follow the map. 
 

5) Visit http://safesha.re/achoccataive to see a live performance of this selection by 
organist Sean Jackson from Barbados. 

ASSESSMENT 

https://www.pipedreams.org/page/how-a-pipe-organ-works
http://safesha.re/achoccataive
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Have students: 
 
Complete the “Checking for Understanding” worksheet. 
ANSWERS: 1. a      2. c      3. b      4. c      5. c 
 
Complete the “Build a Wind Instrument” Activity Page. 
 
Visit https://safesha.re/2mk  to see this piece featured on Walt Disney’s 
Fantasia. 

 

Visit https://safesha.re/arraphach to see this piece in a bar graph score.  
 

Visit the Mighty Music YouTube Channel for more video resources at 
https://www.youtube.com/c/MightyMusicPublishing. 
 
Be sure to have students listen to other recordings of this selection from  
YouTube or other music streaming services that vary in tempo and style. 
 
Use the Reader’s Theater Script.  
 

Lesson 
Toccata and Fugue in d minor: Toccata 
by Johann Sebastian Bach  

OPTIONAL EXTENSIONS 

VOCABULARY/DEFINITIONS 

chord   two or more notes sounding together 

pipe organ   a keyboard instrument with air pumps that that blow air through metal tubing, 

creating sounds like many different instruments  

question and answer phrases   a pair of musical phrases where the first idea does not feel 

complete without the second 

sequence   a musical pattern that is repeated starting on a different pitch level each time 

toccata   a musical composition that is primarily written to showcase a performer’s excellent 

technique and ability 

 

https://tinyurl.com/KodalyInteractionExercise
https://safesha.re/arraphach
https://www.youtube.com/c/MightyMusicPublishing
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Lesson 
Toccata and Fugue in d minor: Toccata 
by Johann Sebastian Bach  

Music/Art/Architecture 

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 

St.Stephen’s Cathedral, Passau, Germany 

https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/europes-largest-pipe-organ 

The Baroque style is from the 17th century and is known for highly ornate and 

very elaborate design. The Baroque style is reflected in Bach’s music, in the 

architecture of this church that was built in 1663, and in the highly decorated 

design of the huge pipe organ. 

Baroque architecture is characterized by domelike ceilings, or vaults, held up 

by walls and rows of pillars. 

The organ at St. Stephen’s Cathedral is the largest pipe organ in Europe. The 

organ has been added to over the years. It currently has 17,774 pipes and 

233 registers. Each portion of the organ was built separately, and can be 

played as a standalone instrument by way of its own console. There is one 

general console that can control all 17,774 pipes! 

https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/europes-largest-pipe-organ
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Lesson 
Toccata and Fugue in d minor: Toccata 
by Johann Sebastian Bach  

Notated Theme 

Theme A 
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Name:  

Class: 

Checking for Understanding 

Toccata and Fugue in d minor: Toccata 
 
      by 

 

As you look at the map, answer the following questions. 

1) Which instrument performs this selection? 

a. pipe organ 

b. cello 

c. guitar 

2) Look at the following images from the map. 

 

 

 

 A.   B.        C. 

    Which image represents a question and answer phrase? 

a. A 

b. B 

c. C 
 

3) Read the musical terms below: 

 

 

    Which term means two or more notes played at the same time? 

a. A 

b. B 

c. C 
 

4) Which image represents a chord? 

a. Owl 

b. Spider 

c. Skull 
 

5) Which image(s) represents a sequence? 

a. Mouse 

b. Spider 

c. Cats  

 

Write complete sentences to answer the following questions: 

How does the music make you feel?  

 

What about the music made you feel that way? 

 

A. trill  B. chord C. fermata 
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Name _________________________________  Class ___________________________ 
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Movement Directions 
Toccata and Fugue in d minor: Toccata 
by Johann Sebastian Bach  

Ask students to brainstorm characters from spooky stories that they know and 

write the list on the board. (bats, black cats, owls, spiders, rats, jack-o-lantern, 

Frankenstein, werewolf) 

Students should work in a group to outline a story using some of the characters. 

The story should follow the plot structure (opening, conflict, resolution or  

beginning, middle, end). Ask students which words they use to outline narrative 

stories in Language Arts class. 
 

Tell students that they are now going to make a silent film of their story. When  

silent films were popular, there would be an organist at the movie theater playing 

a sound track at each showing of the movie, so for our sound track we are going 

to use this selection. Students should try to time their stories to match the 2:50 

length of the selection. 
 

Give students an opportunity to practice acting out their stories, and then present 

each story to the class with this selection as the soundtrack. 

Concepts: mood of the music 

Opening Formation: students in small groups 
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Reader’s Theater Script 
Toccata and Fugue in d minor: Toccata 
by Johann Sebastian Bach  

Characters: Isla, Miles, Haylee  

Setting: An organ Recital around Halloween 

Isla:    An Italian term for touch,  
 the word is Toccata.  
 It’s not a kind of cheese,  
 that would be ricotta.   
  

Miles:  A piece for the keyboard  
 with fingers flying high.  
 Only the best performer,  
 whose talent you can’t deny.  

 
Haylee:  Not only using hands 

     But also using feet. 
     Coordination helps 
     Both must keep the beat 
 

Isla:    The writer of this piece 
 Was the famous Bach 
 You might have heard of him 
 On video or TikTok 

  
Miles:  The mood is dark and spooky,  

  like bats that fly at night,  
  and other sounds that are around  
  that might give you a fright.  

  
Haylee:  So listen closely children,  

     It’s an organ that you will hear,  
     A wonderful Toccata,  
     for this spooky time of year.  

  



Music Memory™  ©2022 Mighty Music Publishing 

 

Early Childhood Pages Name _______________ 

Toccata and Fugue in d minor: Toccata 
by Johann Sebastian Bach  
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Early Childhood Pages Name _______________ 

Toccata and Fugue in d minor: Toccata 
by Johann Sebastian Bach  


